
 

 

 

 

 
 
Angkor Wat • Angkor, Cambodia • early 12th century 
Angkor Wat is a temple that was built for king Suryavarman II as the state temple  
in his capital city. The largest and best-preserved temple at the site, it is the only  
one to have remained a significant religious center since its foundation. 
 
Brunelleschi’s Dome • Florence, Italy • 1420-1436 
The distinctive dome of the Basilica di Santa Maria del Fiore of Florence, Italy, was built by Renaissance 
master Filippo Brunelleschi. The octagonal design was ingenious and unprecedented. Its construction 
involved over 4 million tons of bricks and several mechanical inventions.  
 
Chartres Cathedral • Chartres, France • 1220 - 1260 
Chartres Cathedral is located about 50 miles from Paris, France. With its flying buttresses, rising spires and 
delicate stained glass windows, it is considered one of the finest examples of the Gothic style of architecture. 
 
The Chrysler Building • New York, New York • 1928-1930 
The Chrysler Building is a skyscraper and distinctive symbol of New York City, standing 1,046 feet high. 
The Chrysler Building was the first structure in the world to surpass the 1,000-foot threshold. It was 
overtaken by the Empire State Building as the tallest building in the world in 1931, and is now the second 
tallest tower in New York City. 
 
The Dome of the Rock • Jerusalem • 687-691 
The Dome of the Rock is a notable Islamic shrine in what Muslims call the Noble Sanctuary and which Jews 
and Christians call the Temple Mount. It remains one of the best-known landmarks of Jerusalem.  
 
Fallingwater • Bear Run, Pennsylvania • 1935 
Fallingwater, also known as the Edgar J. Kaufmann Sr. Residence, is an organically designed modernist 
house built by American architect Frank Lloyd Wright. The house was built partly over an active waterfall 
and was meant to be a nature retreat for its owners. 
 
The Pantheon • Rome, Italy • 125 AD 
The word Pantheon derives from the Greek, meaning "Temple of all the Gods". It was built in Rome as a 
temple to the seven deities of the seven planets in the state religion of Ancient Rome. It was built under the 
direction of the Emperor Hadrian. It has been a Christian church since the 7th century. 
 
The Parthenon • Athens, Greece • 5th Century BCE 
The Parthenon is a temple of Athena, the Greek goddess of wisdom. It was built on the acropolis of Athens. 
It is considered the most famous surviving building of ancient Greece, and has been praised as the finest 
achievement of Greek architecture. 
 
St. Basil’s Cathedral • Moscow, Russia • 1555-1561 
St. Basil’s Cathedral is a multi-tented church on the Red Square in Moscow traditionally perceived as 
symbolic of the unique position of Russia between Europe and Asia. 
 
The Taj Mahal • Agra, India • 1631-1634 

Searching for a starting point to speak with very young students about art? These  
words are easy to demonstrate in the classroom or a museum.    
 
ARTIST – a man, woman or child who creates art. 
 
CANVAS ‐ the cloth used for an acrylic or oil painting that is typically made of linen or cotton, 
stretched very tightly and tacked onto a wooden frame. 
 
COLLECTION – a group of objects that have something in common that is kept in the same place. 
 
COLOR – the hues in a work of art that include red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, violet, black, 
white, brown, pink and many others. 
 
EASEL – a wooden or aluminum stand that holds an artist’s painting or drawing while he or she is 
working on it. 
 
LANDSCAPE ‐ a painting, photograph or other work of art that depicts outdoor scenery such as 
mountains, valleys, trees, rivers and forests. 
 
LINE – the element of art that is described by a mark made by a pen or other tool that shows 
direction. 
 
MUSEUM ‐ a place dedicated to the exhibition, study, conservation, acquisition and educational 
interpretation of objects. 
 
PAINTING – a work of art made primarily with paint. 
 
PHOTOGRAPH – a work of art made while using a camera; a work of art made where light creates 
the image on the final surface. 
 
PRINT ‐ the method of using a printing plate or stamp to create one or a series of multiple originals 
called prints. 
 
SCULPTURE ‐ art in three dimensions ‐ height, width and depth ‐ that is made out of clay, metal, 
stone, found objects or any variety of other materials. 
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