
 

 

 

 

 
 
Angkor Wat • Angkor, Cambodia • early 12th century 
Angkor Wat is a temple that was built for king Suryavarman II as the state temple  
in his capital city. The largest and best-preserved temple at the site, it is the only  
one to have remained a significant religious center since its foundation. 
 
Brunelleschi’s Dome • Florence, Italy • 1420-1436 
The distinctive dome of the Basilica di Santa Maria del Fiore of Florence, Italy, was built by Renaissance 
master Filippo Brunelleschi. The octagonal design was ingenious and unprecedented. Its construction 
involved over 4 million tons of bricks and several mechanical inventions.  
 
Chartres Cathedral • Chartres, France • 1220 - 1260 
Chartres Cathedral is located about 50 miles from Paris, France. With its flying buttresses, rising spires and 
delicate stained glass windows, it is considered one of the finest examples of the Gothic style of architecture. 
 
The Chrysler Building • New York, New York • 1928-1930 
The Chrysler Building is a skyscraper and distinctive symbol of New York City, standing 1,046 feet high. 
The Chrysler Building was the first structure in the world to surpass the 1,000-foot threshold. It was 
overtaken by the Empire State Building as the tallest building in the world in 1931, and is now the second 
tallest tower in New York City. 
 
The Dome of the Rock • Jerusalem • 687-691 
The Dome of the Rock is a notable Islamic shrine in what Muslims call the Noble Sanctuary and which Jews 
and Christians call the Temple Mount. It remains one of the best-known landmarks of Jerusalem.  
 
Fallingwater • Bear Run, Pennsylvania • 1935 
Fallingwater, also known as the Edgar J. Kaufmann Sr. Residence, is an organically designed modernist 
house built by American architect Frank Lloyd Wright. The house was built partly over an active waterfall 
and was meant to be a nature retreat for its owners. 
 
The Pantheon • Rome, Italy • 125 AD 
The word Pantheon derives from the Greek, meaning "Temple of all the Gods". It was built in Rome as a 
temple to the seven deities of the seven planets in the state religion of Ancient Rome. It was built under the 
direction of the Emperor Hadrian. It has been a Christian church since the 7th century. 
 
The Parthenon • Athens, Greece • 5th Century BCE 
The Parthenon is a temple of Athena, the Greek goddess of wisdom. It was built on the acropolis of Athens. 
It is considered the most famous surviving building of ancient Greece, and has been praised as the finest 
achievement of Greek architecture. 
 
St. Basil’s Cathedral • Moscow, Russia • 1555-1561 
St. Basil’s Cathedral is a multi-tented church on the Red Square in Moscow traditionally perceived as 
symbolic of the unique position of Russia between Europe and Asia. 
 

 
 Can you develop a game that will demonstrate art vocabulary? Start by using these 
 words below and then add to them with your own list.  
 
 
ILLUSION ‐ something that deceives the senses or mind by appearing to exist  
when it does not, or by appearing to be one thing when it is in fact another. 
 
IMPROVISE – to create something without any preparation or specific idea for an outcome. 
 
EXPRESSIONISM ‐ a term that describes emotional art, most often boldly executed and making free 
use of distortion and symbolic or invented color.  
 
IDEALIZED – art in which people, places or objects have been made to appear perfect. 
 
PALETTE KNIFE – a flexible metal knife used by an artist to mix paint and apply paint to his or her 
work surface. The use of a palette knife often results in a thick application of paint. 
 
RELIEF SCULPTURE –sculptures with a flat surface on one side and a raised surface on the other side; 
a sculptural art form in which the top surface of the art work demonstrates some carving or three 
dimensional qualities. 
 
STYLE –the use of materials, the design qualities, the methods of work and choice of subject matter. 
In most cases, these choices show the unique qualities of an individual, culture or time period. The 
style of an artwork can help you to know how it is different from other artworks. 
 
THEME – the major subject or idea behind a discussion, a piece of writing or a work of art. A theme 
can also be the idea that brings meaning to a work. 
 
TRIPTYCH – a work of art created in three separate panels. 
 
TROMPE L’OEIL – a French painting term that means “fool the eye.” Trompe l’oeil paintings are 
usually so realistic that the viewer is fooled into believing they are real. 
 
VALUE – difference in the lightness of darkness of a hue (or color). 
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