
 

 

 

 

 
 
Angkor Wat • Angkor, Cambodia • early 12th century 
Angkor Wat is a temple that was built for king Suryavarman II as the state temple  
in his capital city. The largest and best-preserved temple at the site, it is the only  
one to have remained a significant religious center since its foundation. 
 
Brunelleschi’s Dome • Florence, Italy • 1420-1436 
The distinctive dome of the Basilica di Santa Maria del Fiore of Florence, Italy, was built by Renaissance 
master Filippo Brunelleschi. The octagonal design was ingenious and unprecedented. Its construction 
involved over 4 million tons of bricks and several mechanical inventions.  
 
Chartres Cathedral • Chartres, France • 1220 - 1260 
Chartres Cathedral is located about 50 miles from Paris, France. With its flying buttresses, rising spires and 
delicate stained glass windows, it is considered one of the finest examples of the Gothic style of architecture. 
 
The Chrysler Building • New York, New York • 1928-1930 
The Chrysler Building is a skyscraper and distinctive symbol of New York City, standing 1,046 feet high. 
The Chrysler Building was the first structure in the world to surpass the 1,000-foot threshold. It was 
overtaken by the Empire State Building as the tallest building in the world in 1931, and is now the second 
tallest tower in New York City. 
 
The Dome of the Rock • Jerusalem • 687-691 
The Dome of the Rock is a notable Islamic shrine in what Muslims call the Noble Sanctuary and which Jews 
and Christians call the Temple Mount. It remains one of the best-known landmarks of Jerusalem.  
 
Fallingwater • Bear Run, Pennsylvania • 1935 
Fallingwater, also known as the Edgar J. Kaufmann Sr. Residence, is an organically designed modernist 
house built by American architect Frank Lloyd Wright. The house was built partly over an active waterfall 
and was meant to be a nature retreat for its owners. 
 
The Pantheon • Rome, Italy • 125 AD 
The word Pantheon derives from the Greek, meaning "Temple of all the Gods". It was built in Rome as a 
temple to the seven deities of the seven planets in the state religion of Ancient Rome. It was built under the 
direction of the Emperor Hadrian. It has been a Christian church since the 7th century. 
 
The Parthenon • Athens, Greece • 5th Century BCE 
The Parthenon is a temple of Athena, the Greek goddess of wisdom. It was built on the acropolis of Athens. 
It is considered the most famous surviving building of ancient Greece, and has been praised as the finest 
achievement of Greek architecture. 
 
St. Basil’s Cathedral • Moscow, Russia • 1555-1561 
St. Basil’s Cathedral is a multi-tented church on the Red Square in Moscow traditionally perceived as 
symbolic of the unique position of Russia between Europe and Asia. 
 
The Taj Mahal • Agra, India • 1631-1634 

  

 Art and artists are part of history. Place some artists or artworks on a timeline to see what else  
 was happening during that time period. What social movements were present? Does the artist  
 reflect them in their work? 
 

Diane Arbus (1923‐1971) • Identical Twins, 1967 
Diane Arbus was an American photographer noted for her images of people living on the fringes of society. 
 
Alexander Calder (1898‐1976) • Red Mobile, 1956 
Alexander Calder was a Pennsylvania‐born artist who is credited with the invention of the mobile and the stabile. 
Calder was also a painter and printmaker.  
 
Keith Haring (1958‐1990) • Radiant Baby, n.d. 
Keith Haring was a painter, sculptor and social activist who had a significant impact on graffiti and public art 
throughout his lifetime. His death from HIV‐Aids also called international attention to the disease. 
 
Frida Kahlo (1907‐1954) • Self Portrait with Monkey, 1938 
Frida Kahlo was a Mexican painter who created many self‐portraits and images of Mexican culture in a realist style 
using much symbolism. She was an active communist and the wife of muralist Diego Rivera. 
 
Wassily Kandinsky (1907‐1954) • Small Pleasures, 1913 
Wassily Kandinsky was a Russian painter and writer who is credited with the creation of the first modern abstract 
works of art. 
 
Paul Klee (1879‐1940) • Fish Magic, 1925 
Paul Klee was a Swiss painter, watercolorist and printmaker whose images relied heavily on child psychology and 
development. The Nazis, who termed his work “degenerate,” dismissed his art.  
 
René Magritte (1898‐1967) • The Son of Man, 1964 
René Magritte was a Belgian surrealist artist. His realistic images are based on dreams and fantasy, and are often 
puzzling, witty and amusing.  
 
Claude Monet (1840‐1926) • Water Lily Pond, 1899 
Clause Monet was a leading French Impressionist painter who studied light in several important series of paintings, 
including haystacks, the Rouen Cathedral and water lilies. His painting, Impression Sunrise (1872), led to the term 
“Impressionism.” 
 
Vincent van Gogh (1853–1890) • The Starry Night, 1889 
Vincent van Gogh was a Dutch draughtsman and painter well known for his expressive brushwork, his letters to his 
brother Theo, and his short‐lived and tragic career as an artist. 
 
Andy Warhol (1928‐1987) • Campbell’s Soup Can, 1968 
Andy Warhol was an American artist, filmmaker, writer and celebrity, publisher, music producer and actor. He was 
one of the founders of the Pop Art movement in the United States in the 1950s. 

 Top Ten Artists 
Grades Seven through Twelve 

 

James A. Michener Art Museum • 138 South Pine Street • Doylestown, PA 18901 
215‐340‐9800 • www.michenerartmuseum.org 
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