
 

 

 

 

 
 
Angkor Wat • Angkor, Cambodia • early 12th century 
Angkor Wat is a temple that was built for king Suryavarman II as the state temple  
in his capital city. The largest and best-preserved temple at the site, it is the only  
one to have remained a significant religious center since its foundation. 
 
Brunelleschi’s Dome • Florence, Italy • 1420-1436 
The distinctive dome of the Basilica di Santa Maria del Fiore of Florence, Italy, was built by Renaissance 
master Filippo Brunelleschi. The octagonal design was ingenious and unprecedented. Its construction 
involved over 4 million tons of bricks and several mechanical inventions.  
 
Chartres Cathedral • Chartres, France • 1220 - 1260 
Chartres Cathedral is located about 50 miles from Paris, France. With its flying buttresses, rising spires and 
delicate stained glass windows, it is considered one of the finest examples of the Gothic style of architecture. 
 
The Chrysler Building • New York, New York • 1928-1930 
The Chrysler Building is a skyscraper and distinctive symbol of New York City, standing 1,046 feet high. 
The Chrysler Building was the first structure in the world to surpass the 1,000-foot threshold. It was 
overtaken by the Empire State Building as the tallest building in the world in 1931, and is now the second 
tallest tower in New York City. 
 
The Dome of the Rock • Jerusalem • 687-691 
The Dome of the Rock is a notable Islamic shrine in what Muslims call the Noble Sanctuary and which Jews 
and Christians call the Temple Mount. It remains one of the best-known landmarks of Jerusalem.  
 
Fallingwater • Bear Run, Pennsylvania • 1935 
Fallingwater, also known as the Edgar J. Kaufmann Sr. Residence, is an organically designed modernist 
house built by American architect Frank Lloyd Wright. The house was built partly over an active waterfall 
and was meant to be a nature retreat for its owners. 
 
The Pantheon • Rome, Italy • 125 AD 
The word Pantheon derives from the Greek, meaning "Temple of all the Gods". It was built in Rome as a 
temple to the seven deities of the seven planets in the state religion of Ancient Rome. It was built under the 
direction of the Emperor Hadrian. It has been a Christian church since the 7th century. 
 
The Parthenon • Athens, Greece • 5th Century BCE 
The Parthenon is a temple of Athena, the Greek goddess of wisdom. It was built on the acropolis of Athens. 
It is considered the most famous surviving building of ancient Greece, and has been praised as the finest 
achievement of Greek architecture. 
 
St. Basil’s Cathedral • Moscow, Russia • 1555-1561 
St. Basil’s Cathedral is a multi-tented church on the Red Square in Moscow traditionally perceived as 
symbolic of the unique position of Russia between Europe and Asia. 
 
The Taj Mahal • Agra, India • 1631-1634 

Look up some of these artworks in your local library or the Internet. Select two to  
compare and contrast with each other. List what similarities and differences you can 
see between them. Look further to explore the stories they tell. 
 

Pieter Brueghel the Elder (1525‐1569) • Children’s Games, 1560 
Pieter Brueghel was a Flemish painter and printmaker known for his landscapes and peasant (genre) 
scenes. 
 
Thomas Cole (1801‐1848) • View on the Catskill, Early Autumn, 1837 
Thomas Cole was an American artist and founder of the Hudson River School, an American art movement 
that flourished in the mid‐19th century that was concerned with the realistic and detailed portrayal of 
nature. 
 
Edward Hicks (1780‐1849) • Peaceable Kingdom, 1834 
Edward Hicks was an American naïve painter and Quaker, most well known for his history painting and for 
painting over 60 versions of the story of Isaiah called The Peaceable Kingdom. 
 
Fernand Léger (1881‐1955) • The City, 1919 
Fernand Léger was a French painter, sculptor and filmmaker. His large paintings celebrated people and 
machines, featuring thickly contoured tubular forms painted in clear, flat colors. 
 
Henri Matisse (1869‐1954) • The Dessert, Harmony in Red, 1908 
Henri Matisse was a French draughtsman, printmaker, sculptor and painter noted for his use of color and 
his fluid, brilliant and original drawings of women, still life and views through windows. 
 
Louise Nevelson (1899‐1988) • Rain Garden II, 1977 
Louise Nevelson was a Ukranian‐born sculptor who lived in New York City, known for her work with found 
objects and her abstract “boxes” grouped together to form new creations. 
 
Jackson Pollock (1912 – 1956) • Number One, 1950 (Lavender Mist) 
Jackson Pollock was an influential American painter and a major force in the abstract expressionist 
movement.  
 
Pierre‐Auguste Renoir (1841‐1919) • Girl with a Watering Can, 1876 
Pierre‐Auguste Renoir was a French artist who was a leading figure in the development of Impressionism. 
 
Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn (1606–1669) • Self Portrait, 1661 
Rembrandt is generally considered one of the greatest painters and printmakers in European art history 
and the most important in Dutch history.  
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James A. Michener Art Museum • 138 South Pine Street • Doylestown, PA 18901 
215‐340‐9800 • www.michenerartmuseum.org 
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